Buddhist Grotto Temples
the ambulatory were decorated with fifteen big scenes from the Pranhidi (adoration) and there were further paintings showing twelve monks, three on each side of the entrance to the ambulatory and of the exit from it.
In the centre of the mandala is an ornamental pond whose deep blue waters are lined with tiny waves. Two dragons with intertwined tails are rising from the water and trying to seize with their fore-paws the green flame-decorated jewel lying in a stemmed glass which rests on a lotus-flower. A stylised flowering tree carries in its branches the great lotus, the throne of the sacred image, only a trace of which remains, as the top part of the temple walls is damaged. On the right of the pond stand two Brahmans, one old and the other young. The older one is carrying a stick; he is dressed in a tiger-skin and wears stockings which reach up to his knees; he has a beard and his long hair is knotted into a chignon. His right hand is raised and he looks angry. The younger one, his disciple, stands on a lotus flower at his side and is holding the old man's left arm with his two hands. He is dressed in the same way as the old man. He, too, seems angry and is looking in front of him. On the other side of the pond are two women who could be Chinese. One, in the foreground, is carrying a sacrificial glass containing three green jewels. The other, a servant, stands behind her, her hands joined in an act of prayer. Above each of these two groups there is a dragon kneeling, with pointed ears and three eyes and completely covered with armour. In each of the lower corners a dharmapala (dharma = doctrine, pala = guardian) looks threateningly at the visitor. These dharmapalas have six arms. With one hand they are holding in check an animal-demon and with the others they are carrying symbolic weapons. Above, on each side of Avalokiteshvara, stand the Gods. We will not deal with the paintings on the lateral walls of the cella, as there is very little left of them. They told the story of Garuda, the mythical bird, the enemy and killer of snakes.
The Pranhidi scenes which were all removed to Berlin told the story of the previous lives of Gautama Buddha, also called Sakyamuni (the silent sage from the family of the
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